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Cell Methods is a peer-reviewed open access journal aiming at publishing original arti-
cles and reviews that present new and high-quality standards methods allowing to ad-
dress current issues in life science. Here are the journal aims and the editorial policies.
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Policies of Cell Methods

Aims

views Press introduced Cell Methods journal

to serve as the protocol, method, resource
and tool publishing journal that follows our mission
and vision. Cell Methods is a peer-reviewed open
access journal that is focused on experimental
methods of broad importance allowing outstand-
ing discoveries in cell biology as well as all areas
of life science. Cell Methods as all journals of
Rviews Press promotes a responsible, transpar-
ent, rigorous and fair communication of relevant
and reproductible experimental methods, re-
sources and tools of high quality and ethical stand-
ards in step-by-step description. Cell Methods
aims at publishing original primary, review, com-
mentary and discussion articles of experimental
processes. To allow easy replication, the detailed
description of the experimental process is critical.
This is indispensable for improving responsibility
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and the experimental reproduction by peers. Cell
Methods follows the mission and vision of Rviews
Press and is part of three sister journals (with Cell
Reviews and Cell Biology) that embody the found-
ing values of our scholarly publishing concept and
model.

Cell Methods supports the vision of Rviews Press
to open the public access to all scientific primary
discoveries and inspire public implications in sci-
entific knowledge acquisition.

Cell Methods journal propels an ecosystem of
public spreading relevant and reproducible exper-
imental methods as well as new tools and re-
sources to foster public knowledge acquisition.
Cell Methods shares the aims of Rviews Press to
allow an equal commitment of institution-ap-
pointed researchers as well as independent scien-
tists in a responsible scholarly publishing, identifi-
cation and long-term preservation of primary sci-
entific documents and data.

Volume 1, Issue 1:1-5| July 21,2024 1

Copyright ©2024 Rviews Press, Marseille, France All right reserved. Distribution under CC BY Attribution 4.0 International license


https://rviews.org/index.php/cellreviews/article/view/1/2
https://rviews.org/index.php/cellreviews
https://www.rviews.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:asidibe@rviews.org
mailto:cellmethods@rviews.org
https://rviews.org/index.php/cellmethods/article/view/11
https://d.x-ark.org/ark:/70296/cm-1ndmg4b176
https://doi.org/10.70296/cm-1ndmg4b176
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2808-3744

https://rviews.org/index.php/cellmethods/article/view/11

Sidibé A.

Policies

Editorial communication

Scope

The scope of Cell Methods includes but is not lim-
ited to : original primary as well as review articles
on the resources, methods and tools used in life
science fields such as development, stem cell bi-
ology, metabolism, glycobiology, cell biochemis-
try, cell adhesions, migration, lipid and membrane
biology, cell division, cell death, DNA repair, ge-
netics, omics, translational biology, system biol-
ogy, developmental biology, plant biology, gene
expression, protein folding and structure, tissue
stroma and matrices, cell communication, cell and
microorganisms, epigenetics, organelle organiza-
tion and regulation.

Cell Methods also promotes method articles of
broad interest for life scientist and clinician com-
munity in the following subjects: molecular biol-
ogy, microbiology, neuroscience, physiology, pa-
thology, immunology, inflammation, mechanisms
of diseases, vascular biology, cancers and oncol-
ogy, chronic inflammatory diseases, biomarkers
and treatment approaches, translational medicine,
biotechnology, synthetic biology and new field
conception in life science.

Open Access policies

As part of Rviews Press journals, Cell Methods
promotes editorial policies that are compliant with
the Plan S initiative for Open Access publishing.

The Plan S is an initiative of the cOAlition S,
which is an international consortium of national re-
search funding organisations that received sup-
port from the European Commission. Plan S sup-
ports that all scientific publications resulting from
research funded by all private and public grants
must be published in Open Access journals or
platforms since 2021.

Cell Methods requires the authors to understand
and agree with the fact that once accepted and
published in Open Access, their materials includ-
ing but not limited to articles, resources, tools, as-
sociated images or data, will be freely accessible
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by anyone under the license Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY)2. This means
that anybody will be free to use, modify and redis-
tribute in any form possible on condition that the
primary authors are credited of the authorship of
the original work and publication.

Consistent with the vision of Rviews Press, Cell
Methods endorses the full free public access to
primary scientific publications and the total dis-
posal for reanalysis, reproducibility study and fos-
tering the public learning of relevant and repro-
ducible experimental methods and implications in
knowledge acquisition.

Copyright and licensing policies

The authors of articles published in Cell Methods
retain the copyright at no extra cost after the article
publishing charge (APC) payment or its waiver in
agreement with the journal office.

All articles in Cell Methods are distributed by
Rviews Press under the license CC BY as ex-
plained above.

Article Processing Charges

Cell Methods applies article processing charges
(APC) to cover the cost of the editorial process,
persistent identification, indexing, global distribu-
tion through networks and libraries, and the long-
term preservation of the articles published in the
journal. Rviews Press uses the APC application as
a sustainable financial model that support the free
access of the public to costly produced scientific
articles and sustain the accomplishment of our
mission.

Thus, for none-invited articles, Cell Methods ap-
plies a transparent APC that is fixed by the journal
office in advance and in agreement with Rviews
Press, and visibly posted on the journal homep-
age.

The APC for suitable articles in Cell Methods can
also be found in the “About Cell Methods” section
of the journal website. This is also announced to
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the author during submission and throughout the
different editorial steps. The payment of APC or its
waiver is formally due before publication.

Authors from low-income coun-

tries and APC waivers

Cell Methods participates in the pricing accom-
modation policies of Rviews Press to encourage
the active implication of scientists in financial
needs or researchers from low-income countries
in the global knowledge acquisition. Cell Methods
encourage authors in demonstrated financial
need and those from low-income countries to
publish quality original primary or review articles.

Indeed, Rviews Press promotes responsible and
fair scholarly publishing in life science community
providing the same opportunity to all institutional
and independent scientists around the world,
without any distinction of origin, gender, financial
situation, belonging institutions or independency.
Only the reel science and knowledge matters.

Thus, Cell Methods provides APC waivers or dis-
count to authors from low-income economy coun-
tries, lower middle-income economy countries, as
well as authors with demonstrated needs?®.

Editorial timeline

Cell Methods aims at accelerating the communi-
cation of primary discoveries in life science. Cell
Methods supports a rapid editorial process and
publishing articles without compromising the rigor
needed for high-quality standards in evaluation
and copyediting. We aim at offering a rapid and
effective article processing for an enhanced pub-
lishing experience.

The editorial timeline for a peer-reviewed manu-
script is as follows:

o Editorial initial decision: 6 days

o Peer-review evaluation: 2-3 weeks

o Editorial development and production: 1-
2 weeks
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This is an estimated timeline of the editorial pro-
cess from submission to publication online. The
actual timeline may be different and may reflect
specific cases.

Cell Methods in line with Rviews Press mission
supports the formation of early career life scien-
tist in the reviewing and improvement of scholarly
research primary articles for high quality, timely
and rapid publishing experience.

Long-term digital preservation

policies

Cell Methods adheres to the archiving and
preservation policies of Rviews Press. The jour-
nal uses two long-term preservations and self-ar-
chiving plans:

e The Public Knowledge Project preserva-
tion Network (PKP PN) through the
LOCKSS network.45

e The internet Archives initiative®.

The published issues and the articles are auto-
matically dark archived through PKP PN process.
The published volumes are annually archived
through the Internet Archives plan.

Reviewing policies

Cell Methods follows a reviewing policy that is
compliant with the Committee on Publication Eth-
ics (COPE), the World Association of Medical Ed-
itors (WAME), the International Committee of
Medical Journal Editor (ICMJE) according to the
Mission and vision of Rviews Press’-°.

By submitting, the authors attest that neither the
manuscript nor the associated contents were pre-
viously published and that they are not under
consideration for publication elsewhere. How-
ever, we encourage reproduction study reports
but should be clearly exposed in the manuscript
key sections such as title, abstract and in the
background information section.

Cell Methods supported by Rviews Press uses
several open-source and commercial tools for
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plagiarism detection during evaluation. Scientific
misconduct including data fabrication, falsifica-
tion, non-declaration of conflicts of interest and
plagiarism are taken seriously and will be ad-
dressed following the guidelines of necessary au-
thorities.

All manuscripts are evaluated or moderated by
editors and/or external experts prior to publica-
tion, excepted the two types of articles mainly
published by members of the editorial team
namely: Editorial instructions and Editorial com-
munications. This policy is explained for each
type of article in the guidelines for authors?°.

Briefly, the submitted manuscripts undergo the in-
itial evaluation by the handling editor to check for
the journal quality standards and fitting within Cell
Methods aims and scope. The authors are noti-
fied for the editorial decision whether to pursue
with further scientific, technical and ethical evalu-
ations through peer-reviewing. The peer-review-
ing steps in Cell Methods aims at evaluating the
methods and the resulting results as well as re-
producibility data. This may allow the building of
a strong story by the authors with forward-looking
perspectives in collaboration with the editors and
the peer-reviewers. Correspondences are estab-
lished between the authors, editors and review-
ers until the manuscript complies with the highest
quality standards for publication in Cell Methods.
The manuscript is then accepted, copyedited and
published in agreement with the authors, editors
and reviewers.

Cell Methods and Rviews Press recognize the ef-
fort and expertise provided by the reviewers and
academic editors during the manuscript evalua-
tion as well as through the editorial development
process. Thus, the names of the editors and re-
viewers are included in a dedicated special sec-
tion within the published article allowing them to
record and track their roles through several ser-
vices including ORCID, ResearchGate, LinkedIn
and others.

In addition, Rviews Press provides the editorial
advisors and reviewers with incentives including
APC waivers, credits and discounts on their own
publications in our journals. In the cases of inde-
pendent or professional reviewers, the gratifica-
tion can be cash to encourage further
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participation of qualified enthusiastic independent
scientists in the process.

Rviews Press through Cell Methods aims at fos-
tering the commitment of young researchers and
independent researchers. Thus, we solicitate the
implication of earl career life scientists also in the
evaluation and editorial processes.

Post-publication discussion

Cell Methods encourages discussion of a pub-
lished articles for free through Correspondence
and News&Views articles that are assessed and
if accepted will be published under the CC BY li-
cense.
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